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RATLWAY CONSTRUCTION AND TRAFFIC MOVEMENT IN CHINA

[Summary: The work of re-constructing and improving the Pao-chi--
T'ien-shui section of the Lung-Hai Railway has been completed. In the
Year preceding 1 October 1953, this line carried more than 2 million
tons of cargo between T'ien-shui and Lan-chou, with a marked influence
on prices. Freight traffic through Cheng-chou is up about 70 percent
over 1552, particularly in respect te tank cars carrying petroleun
- products originating in Yu-men, Kansu.

Modern air-conditioned passenger cars have been finished at the
railway shops at Dairen; similar cars are being built at Shanghai,
Tsirgtao, T'ang-shan, and Chu-chou. A logging railway extension has
been built in Kirin Province southeast of Tun-hua. ]

PAO-CHI -- T'IEN-SHUI LINE REBUILT ~- Hong Kong, Ta Kung Pao, 24 Nov 53

T'ien-shui -- The rebuilding of the Pao-chi--T'ien-shu? section of the Lung-
Hai Rallway which has been in brogress for months is now finished. Many sharp
curves have been eliminated, the side slopes of cuttings have been made less
steep, grades have been improved, and old ties and o0ld reils have been replaced
by new ones. 4 locomotive is now able to haul 12 passenger cars ingstead of 6
and to travel at a speed of 55 kilometers an hour instead of 7 or 8. The recon-
struction of this weak link in this important railway was necessary because of
the demands made on it for the transport of equipment and supplies used in the
construction of the Lan-chou--Sinkiang railway.

TRAFFIC ON T IEN -SHUT - -LAN -CHOU RAILWAY -- Hong Kong, Ta Kung Pao, 24 Nov 53

Lan~chou -- In the year of cperation since 1 October 1952, this railway
line has transported more than 2 million tons of freight. It has transported
railway ties and rails for the Lan-chou--Sinkiang line, road building machinery
for the Tsinghai--Tibet highway, and Pipes, pipe casings, and drilling machinery
for the Yu-men oil wells. Within the year, over 700,000 tons of cargo have been
moved in by rail from Sian to Lan-chou, compared with a few tens of thousands of
tons moved in by highway. From the Lung-hsi station alone, 1,000 tons of po-
tatoes were shipped to Tientsin, Shanghai, and Kwangtung.

Prices for various kinds of notive products received by the producers have
risen substantially, due to the lIncreased demands of markets made accessible by
the railway. For instance, capsicum, a seasoning produced at or near Kan-xu,
yields the farmers 22 1/2 percent more than vefore the railvay was built. Farm
implement  from industrial cities in the east arc being supplied to the farmers
of the interior at prices often less than one-third their former cost.

GROWING FREIGHT TRAFFIC THROUGH CHENG-CHOU -- Hong Kong, Wen-hui Pao, 20 Oct 53

Cheng-chou (Hsin-hua She) -- At Cheng-chou, the important Junetion of the
| Peiping--Hankow Railvay and the Lung-Hai Railway lines, the number of freight
¥ cars passing through this station averaged 1,000 per day between January and
August 1553, which is 70 percent greater than the average daily figure for
highest previous year. Hitherto, 12.wheel freight cars-were-rarely seen, but
now they are becoming more cormon.
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The carro beirg transported eonsists chiefly of rateiials for indusctirial
construetion, sueh ag bricks, tiles, sand, aud store fron various ,laces in
Honan Province; timbew from the hills o southern China for use in the mines
of North Chj "1} structural sicel and machinery from the Ncrtheast bound fox
the Northwe:t; ana elrolewry sroluchs fron Yu-men in Kansu being shipped to
the cities of | 1 China.

. 3ince the compleiion of the T'ien-shui--Lan-choy Rail e, wetroleun
oroducts frem Yu-men have arrived in lotg ef several tenz lears at a
tire, instead or by tins and cmall drums.  In the - :iont yaris, ncuntains of
bolts of clotn, raner, sy 2r, freshMuite, ricultural Inplements, modern
Tunigating ang insecticide avparaius, and .auch niszellanecus goods are con-

stantly beins ) In August 1753, the tonnage of LCL 5oeds handled

at Chens-chon - seseent reater than in the e coath of 1. 52,

CONSTRUCTION OF PAGSE

SER CUACHLS -- Hong fonz, Wen-hui Pao, 20 Oct 53

Shanghal -~ Tue sonsteustion of the [iyst lo: of imgroved rassenger
ccacnes at the Dajivn Loconotive and Car Works is finished and the new ccaches
vil) soon be munnlng on the Pc:‘.pin[;--ﬁa:bin, Peig,ing--Shanghai, end 3outh
China railvay lines.

alilough these cavs have hasd 5Cais, Zreav aitention has veen naid to the
confort and :onvenlcuce ol passencers. The cars ave fully als-conditioned foy
both ket and cold weather; they have electric lights, running water, improved
tollet roomns, a radio broadcasting roort, and & roon f'or train service personnel,
A featwre moss Qupreciated by passengers is the amount of the spuce allowed for
each persou; thig &2e is nou (.52 square meters, compared with 0.351 square

rmeters on the cld capg, The new cars are 2 meters longer than the old cars,
but have seats for 14 fewer passengers. The space beiween 3eais in the old
cars was 43 centimeters, while in the new cavs 1% ig 53 centimeters, and a small
tea table my be nlaced between the seats.

similar coaches are also being built in the railuay shops ai Shanghai, Chu-
chou, Tsinglac, ani I'anz-shan.

(s}

LOGGING LI COMYLETED IiF iTRIN FROVILCE -- Hong Kong, Ta Kuug Puo, 4 Nov 5

Kirin (Hsin-hua 3he) -- The consbouction of a 140-13 long logsing ruilroad,
besun Ln May 1953, was connleted on or about 01 Seitember % 43, The rajilway
line is in the soulheastern part of Tun-hua Hsien, in the area of Ha-erh-pa-ling,
and it extends through a primeval fores: and across tweo sivers in the direction
o Ch'ang-ral 3han.

At the beginning this vast forest arem was given the nume "oi-kuei-chen"
Iwicker Tish tranl, because che lerralin is so broken and confusing that it is
Aifficult to imow directions. The clevaiion of the area averages about 1,100
meters above gea level. The forests contain ten o 50 kings o7 trees, including
red pine, yollow pine, ceryptomeria, walnut mallotus Japonieus, catalpa, and
willow. This liymbaes i5 sultable for railu~y ties, brilge timbers, building con-
struction, mine Props, and furniture. Scme of the wocd is valunble for fine
carvings.

The grading for this rail lire invelved the excovation or {illing o 500,000
carloads of carth and rock. Ten bridges wer: conctirueted, including one high one,
innumerabile culverts, open drains nt 208 places, and 57 «ilometers of tevbuone
cireuits. To expedite mitters, earih was moved by aericl treasport in certain
places, ‘thereby halving the time Tequired as compared with sweinee transportation.
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For purt of the time, dsy und night shifts vere employed, with ges 1llumiration
for night work. Motor vehicles were used to trensport ruilucy ties, ruils, cnd
fcod supplies. Several thousand loggers were engeged in prepering sites for
siwmills end of 'inst -1ling the semill equl,ment.

ELECTRIC SEOVELS SENT TO HUANG-P'U -- Peiping, Jonemin Jih-pao, 2¢ rug 53

Zfbtter to the Editc§7 == A stuff member of the Canton Roilvuy Subbureau
writes cf an amusing incident that began cn 2G June 1653 and continued during;
the ensuing weeks, Compeny No 652, of Ch'ang-ch'um, Kirin Province, dispatched
on four kO-ton flatecrs some large electric shovels consigned to the Huar-nan
Land Development Company ut Kuang-p'u, Kuangtung. Uzon crrival at destination,
only one of the four corg “us unlouded; the othsr three curs, with their cerge,
ppor jequest of the originul shipper, uerc sent buck to Meng-chlae-t'un /125 11,
L3 5y, near Ch'ung-ch'un. On 11 July, the sume three curs, carrying the identical
cargo dispatched frem Meng-chia-t'un arrived “gain ot Huang-p'u. One of these
cers wes unloaded; the other two ears, upon orders from the northern consignor,
vwere sent buack with their eargo, s2al urbroken, to Meng-chia-t'un.

The kilometrage per louied o.r Tor one journey wus over 1,1C0 kilometers.
In the hundling of tiis shipment, the futile trensportation wrounted to mord
then 5,CCC cur-Lilometers. Furthernore, due to the large eize und weight of the
shovels, these cars required speciul hundling. When going arcund curves of less
then 30C meters rudius or curviture, ucross bridges, or when entering and leuving
statlons, the train wus ordered to reduce speed to not over 1C kilometers per
hour. When the cost in trunsportution, time, wear und teur, und ewning power of
the shovels while out of use is taken into uccount, the vuiste and loss wus con-
sideruble. The cause should be investigated and suituble runishment meted cut to

the recponsible jurties,
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